GEORGIA PRE-K PROGRAM

Georgia’s Pre-K Program has served more than 2 million students since it
began in 1992. This voluntary, free program is open to all four-year-olds in
Georgia, regardless of parental income. The program continues to be
nationally recognized for its success.
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HOW GEORGIA PRE-K IS IMPROVING OUTCOMES

The Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) and the Frank Porter Graham Institute
conducted a multi-year evaluation to understand the short- and long-term benefits of the Georgia Pre—h(1
program. The study followed children from the program through fourth grade and found that children:—

Are more prepared for kindergarten Children in Georgia Prg-K showgd significgnt
compared to four-year-olds who did not growth across all learning domains, including:

attend any pre-k program. Math skills Language and literacy skills
Experienced larger than expected growth in Social-emotional skills

their pre-k year in literacy, math, and social  AJl students—regardless of gender or income—
skills. These gains were sustained during showed gains that lasted through kindergarten, with
kindergarten and another period of higher another boost in achievement appearing in 4th grade.

than expected growth occurred in 4th grade.
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HOW IS GEORGIA PRE-K FUNDED?

Georgia Pre-K is funded by the Georgia Lottery. $541,423,948 lottery dollars were allocated to the
program for FY25.12

Research shows low pay is a significant factor in an early childhood teacher’s decision to leave the
profession.t2 High turnover rates have been linked to lower program quality and shown to negatively

impact a1ghild’s social and emotional development and relationships between teachers, children, and
parents.—

Georgia’s Pre-K teachers are responsible for delivering high-quality educational and instructional
services to children aged four and five. The school year consists of 180 days with at least 6.5 hours
dedicated each day to direct classroom instruction. Base-level salaries for Fy26 are as follows:12

4-year degree 4-year degree Master’s degree  Specialist degree Doctorate degree
$41,717 and certified and certified and certified and certified
$43,592 $48,706 $53,803 $58,676
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