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CRISIS IN CHILD AND
ADOLESCENT BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Accessing Behavioral Health Services in Georgia

www.georgiavoices.org

Counties without a licensed psychiatrist
OR licensed social worker

Counties without a licensed psychiatrist

Counties without a licensed social worker
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Children diagnosed with ADHD, autism, or developmental delays are twice as likely to
experience chronic absenteeism as their peers without these conditions.   Undiagnosed,
untreated, or inadequately treated conditions can lead to poor immediate and long-term
outcomes, including significant impacts on a child’s education.

THE YOUTH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH LANDSCAPE IN GEORGIA
Georgia Kids in Crisis

In Georgia, suicide is the 2  leading cause of death among youth ages 10-17.nd 2

57% of children ages 3-17 struggle to, or are not able to, access needed mental health treatment
or counseling. 3

70% of youth in Department of Juvenile Justice secure facilities have a diagnosed disruptive,
impulse-control, or conduct disorder.4
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When looking at Georgia’s counties:

96 do not have a licensed psychiatrist

53 do not have a licensed social worker

55 do not have a licensed psychiatrist     

•

•

•

OR a licensed social worker

*The most recent available data for this indicator is from 2019.
No updated dataset has been released as of the publication date.
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WHY WE NEED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

Untreated behavioral health conditions in children and adolescents can lead to:
Drug and alcohol abuse
Low educational attainment
Violence or risky behavior

18

Sustain and expand support for the Georgia Apex Program to continue advances in school-based
mental health.

Ensure full implementation of the Behavioral Health Care Workforce Database and develop
strategies to address identified provider shortages and diversify the workforce.

Allocate more funding to strengthen crisis support and intervention services, including continued
implementation of 988 and mobile crisis services for children and adolescents.

Strengthen and equitably implement HB 268 by establishing minimum behavioral health
credentials for school mental health roles, ensuring all mandated trainings are evidence-based
and trauma-informed, prioritizing resources for high-need districts, protecting student privacy,
and requiring transparent reporting on outcomes.

Regularly collect, update, and publicly share behavioral health workforce data.

We need to fully implement Georgia’s comprehensive three-year System of Care State Plan** for child
and adolescent health and support the work of Behavioral Health Innovation and Reform Commission
to develop policy which can improve children’s behavioral health outcomes.

**Read Georgia’s System of Care State Plan at:
https://tinyurl.com/MindworksSP2024-2026

Schools often serve as the primary point of access to behavioral health services and supports.

What We Have: What We Need:

www.georgiavoices.org

THE ROLE SCHOOLS PLAY IN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

WHAT’S NEXT?

*Note: The National Association of School Nurses (NASN) recommends school nurse-to-student ratios as a guideline, but simple ratios alone do
not capture the full scope of nursing services needed to meet student health needs. Evidence supports using an updated, evidence-informed
workload analysis to determine safe and effective staffing.17

Georgia Law

School Social Workers 1 1,911 students 1 250 students No requirement

School Psychologists 1 2,150 students 1 500 students13 No requirement

School Nurses 151 1,041 students 1 750 students* No requirement

School Counselors 1 374 students 1 250 students8 9 1 450 students 10
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Lower rates of employment in adulthood
Poor physical health (immediate and long-term)

https://tinyurl.com/MindworksSP2024-2026
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