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SUMMER TRANSITION PROGRAM
The Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL)
offers two intensive five-week academic programs to support
children and prepare them for kindergarten and pre-k.

Maximum of 14 students per classroom 6.5 hours a day

Two adults (lead, assistant, and/or
substitute teacher) and one
transition coach per classroom

Assists in coordinating care before and after
school as needed through the Childcare and
Parent Services (CAPS) program

locations

2026
Participation
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334 classes

62Operating in

20%were located in public school systems

80% were located in private centers

counties in 244
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How is the program structured?

Who is eligible?
To participate, a child must be age-eligible for kindergarten in the upcoming school year and meet one of
the following:

1.Did not attend Georgia Pre-K or Head Start in 2025-2026, OR
2.Attended, but not for the full school year, OR
3.Attended the full year and belongs to one of the following priority groups:

Needs additional academic support
Dual language learner (home language is
not English)
In foster care

What is a transition coach?

2, 3

4
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Each class has a half-time transition coach who:
Identifies eligible students
Assists families with health screenings and paperwork
Leads weekly parent workshops or engagement activities
Connects families to community resources, upon request
Supports families in preparing for kindergarten registration
Provides individualized transition materials for each enrolled student
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Experiencing homelessness (per McKinney-Vento Act)
Has an Individualized Education Program (IEP)
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locations
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91 classes

23Operating in

20% were located in public school systems

80% were located in private centers

counties in 69
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1.A child who is registered to attend a Georgia Pre-K program or Head Start program in the 2026-
2027 school year, AND

2.Child’s home language is Spanish
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RISING PRE-KINDERGARTEN SUMMER TRANSITION PROGRAM

Who is eligible?

How is the program structured?
Maximum of 12 students per
classroom

Instruction is provided in
both English and Spanish

Two adults (lead, assistant, and/or
substitute teacher) and one
transition coach per classroom

Teacher trained to work with
Dual Language Learners

At least one teacher AND the transition coach
must be bilingual and biliterate in English and
Spanish

Why are bilingual and biliterate teachers and transition coaches important?
An estimated 24% of Georgia’s children ages 0 to 5 are Dual Language Learners (DLLs), most of whom
speak Spanish. Research from the Frank Porter Child Development Institute shows:

1.Spanish-speaking DLLs are less likely to enroll in early care, impacting school readiness.
2.Participating children improved both their English and Spanish-language skills.
3.The program boosted comfort with school routines and increased independence.
4.Despite progress, a meaningful gap remained between DLLs and their peers.
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In 2026, the Rising Kindergarten and Pre-K Summer Transition Programs combined hosted:

5,097 children in 425 classes

The total budget for both Summer Transition Programs is $11 million.
That’s approximately $2,158 being spent per child.10
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